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chapter then explains the first interstate compact, the Delaware River
Basin Compact. It concludes with a discussion of the legal system of
the Great Lakes, including the Great Lakes River Basin Compact, a
model for most Eastern compacts.
Even in the East, where water is more plentiful than in the West,
conflicts arise from the allocation of water rights where water supply is
limited. Many methods exist to increase water supply availability in
Eastern states.
Chapter Six discusses several of these methods
including water storage, water rights, and water conservation. Chapter
Seven then addresses water rights engineering which plays a large role
in resolving water rights disputes.
Since the 1970s, the United States has seen a surge in federal
environmental law. Chapter Eight briefly examines the major laws
affecting water management including the Clean Water Act, the
National Environmental Policy Act, and the Endangered Species Act.
These federal laws are important since they overlay any state water law
scheme and may affect many water projects. Chapter Nine concludes
with an alphabetical table providing a general summary of the water
rights in the thirty-one Eastern states.
Water Rights of the Eastern United States provides an excellent
overview of the major concepts related to water law principles as
applied in the Eastern United States and provides a general
understanding of these major principles, including how they apply in
specific situations.
Shana Smilovits

DAVID H. GETCHES, WATER LAW IN A NUTSHELL, West Publishing Co.,

St. Paul, Minnesota (1997); 4 5 6pp; $23.75; ISBN 0-314-21157-8,
paperback.
Water Law in a Nutshell addresses the fundamentals of water law in a
manner useful to both students and lawyers. In its third edition, Water
Law in a Nutshell captures the latest developments in the rapidly
growing field of water law. It not only focuses on water issues in the
Western United States, but also explores the conflicts and shortages in
the East. This book examines the pressures on state laws to
accommodate diverse and expanding water uses; the weighing of
public interest issues; and environmental considerations in water
decisions by courts, agencies, and legislatures.
Chapter One provides an overview and introduction to water law.
The chapter focuses on the study of water law and discusses water's
unique diversity and importance, priming its reader for discussions of
water allocation legal systems.
Chapter Two explains the riparian rights system, beginning with
the doctrine's historical roots in England and France. The chapter
continues the historical overview with discussions of early development
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in the Eastern United States, repudiation and recognition in the
American West, and modern riparian law. This chapter identifies
riparian lands, exploring source contiguity, types of watercourses, and
the extent of riparian right attachment. It also examines rights of
riparian proprietors in the surface of waterways, highlighting the
essentials of those rights. Chapter Two also explores limits on riparian
rights, permit systems, transfers of riparian rights, and concludes with
loss of riparian rights.
Chapter Three surveys the prior appropriation doctrine. It begins
with a brief description of the doctrine, outlines its traditional
elements, and explains its developments. Next, the chapter discusses
appropriative water rights as property, examining the general rule of
no individual ownership of flowing water, state constitutional and
statutory provisions, and statutes limiting riparian rights. The chapter
discusses priority, the essential feature of the doctrine, and details the
elements of appropriation: intent, diversion, and beneficial use. The
chapter explores waters subject to appropriation including
watercourses, waters made available by human effort, and withdrawals
from appropriation. The chapter concludes with discussions of loss of
water rights, access to water sources, and storage rights.
Some states employ a hybrid of the riparian and appropriation
doctrine in their water laws while others employ their own special
water allocation scheme. Chapter Four explores hybrid systems and
other variations in water law. This chapter begins its discussion by
exploring the development of the hybrid system through California's
early recognition of both appropriative and riparian rights, federal
recognition of appropriative rights, and limitations on riparian rights.
Modifications of riparian rights in hybrid systems are illustrated
through discussions of reasonable use limitations, extinguishment of
unused riparian rights, and constitutional challenges. The chapter
then addresses the administration of hybrid systems. The chapter
concludes by detailing two of the more anomalous state water
allocation systems, Hawai'i and Louisiana, and also examines pueblo
water rights.
Chapter Five explores rights to use the surface of waterways. The
chapter describes public rights in navigable waters and defines
navigability, including both state and federal definitions. This chapter
also defines the public trust doctrine and various state recognitions of
public rights to surface use of non-navigable waters. The discussion
then turns to accessing waterways for lawful surface use, focusing on
condemnation and implied rights of access. The chapter concludes
with a discussion of reciprocal rights of riparian owners.
Chapter Six reviews groundwater law, exploring basic hydrology,
groundwater occurrence, and water wells. The chapter discusses the
allocation of rights in groundwater, focusing on the nature of rights,
rules of liability, economic effects of rules, permits, and statutory
limitations on pumping. The chapter also explores conjunctive use,
using California as an example, and groundwater storage. It concludes
with an exploration of groundwater contamination controls.
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Different rules apply to diffused surface waters, the focus of
Chapter Seven. This chapter distinguishes watercourses from diffused
surface waters and then addresses protection from damage of surface
flows. The chapter concludes with an exploration of diffused surface
waters, detailing the right to capture diffused surface waters and state
control of the use of diffused surface waters.
Chapter Eight examines federal and Indian reserved rights
beginning with the reserved rights doctrine. This chapter focuses on
the origin of the doctrine articulated in Winters v. United States and
discusses its application to federal, non-Indian lands; federal power;
and state water law. The chapter identifies priority of reserved rights,
including date of reservation and early priorities based on Aboriginal
Indian Rights as well as the quantity of water subject to federal or
Indian reserved rights and its availability. Next, the chapter focuses on
transfers of reserved rights, examining users of public and Indian
lands, individual Indian allotments, and uses outside Indian
reservations.
Chapter Eight also discusses various quantification
methods concluding with a brief discussion of "non-reserved" federal
water rights.
The final three chapters, Nine, Ten, and Eleven, explore federal
control of water development, interstate allocation (focusing on the
increased demands for water within an interstate basin), and water
service and supply organizations (examining both private and public
organizations).
Water Law in a Nutshell will prove to be a valuable tool for anyone
involved in water law related issues. It provides a succinct, basic
understanding of water law illustrated through case law and statutory
references. Furthermore, this book will serve as a reliable guide for
students and lawyers with its convenient outline, table of cases, and
index.
Anna Litaker

MICHAEL COLLIER, WATER, EARTH, AND SKY: THE COLORADO RIVER

BASIN, University of Utah Press, Salt Lake City (1999);
$29.95; ISBN 0-87480-598-8, hardcover.

1 2 8 pp;

Water, Earth, and Sky: The Colorado River Basin ("Water, Earth, and
Sky") offers a unique examination of one of this country's most
complex and overused rivers, the Colorado River. Seven essays,
complemented by aerial photographs of the Colorado, comprise the
book. Each essay focuses on a different aspect of the river's basin.
From the varied native fish that survived and evolved with the
Colorado system to the landscape that surrounds the river to a writer's
personal impressions of the river, Water, Earth, and Sky provides the
reader with an insightful look into this majestic system. As Glen
Canyon Institute President David Wegner states in the forward, the
photographs and essays "explore the history of this watershed, both

